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MOTORCYCLE DISPLAYS, A FORMULA ONE CAR AND CENTENARY 

                                                  CELEBRATIONS.

The Imps Motorcycle Display team, the Formula One car that won last year’s Formula One championship and a celebration of 100 years of Home Industries at Omagh Show. These are just three of the highlights of the action packed day on Saturday, 1 July at Omagh Show.

The Imps Motorcycle Display Team, which is coming to the Show in association with Diageo, features 30 young 10 to 16 year old riders from Essex who will perform some amazing feats.  For the car enthusiast a visit to TC Autos Renault stand will be a must so that you can view the Renault Formula One car, which Fernando Alonso drove in the Formula One championship last year.

According to local newspaper reports the Home Industries section at Omagh Show was introduced in 1906, exactly one hundred years ago. To celebrate the centenary the Ladies Committee of the show have been working flat out to mount an exhibition of Home Industries through the ages. This is only one aspect of the numerous activities they have planned so go along to the show for some surprises.

Equestrian Section:

One of the main highlights in the packed programme in this section will of course be the Grand Prix. David Prentice (BMW) Omagh are again sponsoring the £2000 prize fund. This is part of the Boswell Equestrian/WPD Ltd (Group) Grand Prix League 2006 which is being run off at all shows throughout Ireland. Paul O’Shea from Kildare is the current leader of the series but top International Grand Prix riders are all planning to attend. These include Peter Smyth from Newtownstewart who gave the audience some nail biting moments last year in his tremendous jump off with Cian O’Connor from Kildare. While Cian eventually emerged the winner Peter had the satisfaction of having won it the previous year. He is currently competing in France and has already won an International class on Zara’s Pride, the former trotting mare.  He is making a special effort to get back in time for Omagh Show. 

Another local rider showing great form at the moment is Stephen Smith from Seskinore who won the Grand Prix in Mullingar and was third in the Super Grand Prix. Stephen is the son of former International rider Ronnie Smith and is riding Laraghlease Western Desert owned by Robert Hancock, Eglinton. Western Desert is by Desert Prince, which the Smith family stood at stud for a number of years. Desert Prince is by James Kernan’s former Olympic partner Touchdown.

The 130 metre special which takes place immediately prior to the Grand Prix is another crowd puller and has enjoyed sponsorship for a number of years from the Village Inn, Hogs Head and the Coach Inn, Omagh , proprietors E. McGinn and sons. John Chambers, chairman of the Equestrian Committee said, “Their consistent support of Omagh Show has been a mainstay in the equestrian section.”

John would also like to remind competitors that the 130 class and the Grand Prix have to be pre-entered as these events are such crowd pullers they must be staged on time so knowledge of the number of competitors is vital. Grand Prix competitors must declare with central SJAI registry before 4.00PM on Thursday 29 June. Entries for the 130 special must be made with the show secretary by 5.00PM on Wednesday 28 June.

The Millstreet Boomerang Qualifier, which is sponsored by Pat Kirk Ltd, Omagh, will draw interest from competitors and spectators alike as will the qualifier for the Lee Strand Centre Point championship for five-year-old horses. This qualifier has attracted new sponsorship this year and will be supported by the trustees of the North West Show jumping Club.  Another new sponsor is Omagh Equestrian and Country Ware who will fund the 148 ABC National Finders League.

The allbed Northern Ireland Connemara Ridden Championship is being sponsored by allbed, Newry while the ridden cob class will again enjoy financial support from Noel and Ann Regan, Trillick.

Other qualifiers in the showing classes are the Pat and Eileen Fitzgerald all-Ireland championship for yearling colts and geldings, the Connemara Pony gelding all-Ireland champion and the Tullamore Dew Brood Mare and foal championship. The Red Mills Non-Thoroughbred two year old all Ireland championship and the All Ireland ridden Hunter championship are also being repeated.

Ian and Francis Monteith, Seskinore are sponsoring the family pony class and the show committee has introduced some new classes to offer even more opportunities for equestrian enthusiasts. These will include the in-hand two year old and three year old pony classes, the 1,2 and 3 year old registered Connemara filly or gelding and the registered Connemara mare or gelding four years old and over.

Omagh Show is also a qualifier for the all-Ireland donkey mare and foal championship and for the NI Shows Association Geoffrey Tanner Clydesdale Championship.

Cattle section:

Competitors in the dairy section will be vying for a share of the Town of Monaghan prize fund for the champion Holstein Cow and for the Scotts Feeds fund for the champion dairy cow of the show.

In the beef section the Ulster Bank has provided a generous fund for the best beef animal in the show while the First Trust Bank will fund the grand finale  - the Champion of Champions in the Cattle section. This overall champion will also receive the Sam Robinson trophy, which was presented to the show last year.

The McLarnons Feeds/NI Shows Association competition for the champion dairy cow will have a qualifier at Omagh, as will the NISA Beef Cow championship. The show is again hosting a qualifier for the Dectomax Charolais championship.

Sheep Section:

This section includes the NISA/Northern Bank Ewe Championship qualifiers in addition to the Cydectin Young Handlers competition. The Irish Shows Association/Clogher Valley Show NI Continental sheep qualifier will be staged at Omagh and the Rouge Crossbred Female Championship sponsored by Farmline Agri Supplies. The Suffolk Sheep Society (NI) branch held their championship for the first time at Omagh show last year and will repeat it this year, with sponsorship from Northern Bank and Pfizer Animal Health.

Party Atmosphere In Home Industries:

Lots of freebies, a chance to win valuable prizes, a commemorative cake and an exhibit depicting home industries for the past 100 years will all contribute to the party atmosphere in the Home Industries section at Omagh Show which is celebrating 100 years since its introduction to the show.

Children visiting the Home Industries Marquee on the afternoon of show day will receive freebies generously sponsored by Dunnes Stores and Supervalu, Omagh.  There will be something for everyone with a Free Draw for 2 Food Hampers sponsored by ASDA, Omagh.  The freebies continue throughout the Floral Art Demonstration and Fashion Show with free draws for 3 Flower Arrangements and a Voucher from She boutique.

There will a tribute display of Home Industries over the years and the Ladies Committee hope that this will be a talking point for those who visit the marquee, as it will bring back many happy memories of days gone by.  The celebrations will reach a grand finale at 3.30pm when long standing members of the Ladies Committee will cut a commemorative cake, and of course, “there will be a piece for everyone in the audience.”

Jennifer Hawkes, Chairperson of the Ladies Committee said “Once again we have compiled an extensive prize schedule with over 85 classes attracting in excess of £1200 in prize money.  Our exhibitors should note that the prize stakes for “Best Exhibit” have been increased from £2 to £5 in all sections, so we do hope that this will add a little incentive for our entrants.  Most of the old favourites are back with two new classes in the Baking Section for a Carrot Cake and a Savoury Quiche.  There is also a new class in our Handicrafts Section for any item of hand-made jewellery.  Mrs. Hawkes adds “we have also increased the size of our marquee to cope with the growing number of exhibits and so have plenty of room this year to display the entries we hope you will bring in to us.”

All of the items, which have attracted attention at previous shows, have been retained including the successful baking classes for children aged 14 and under. Also back on the schedule is the delightful class of “A Teddy Bear’s Picnic” to tempt the imaginative talents of the many budding young bakers in the area.  

Jennifer Hawkes commented “Yet again we look forward to an excellent display in our Floral Art section which exceeded all expectations last year in our Children’s and Adults Sections and we are hoping that such exhibits as “Magic Slipper”, A Hair Decoration”, “A Jug and Bowl Set” and “All Round Success” some of which carry a Victorian theme to tie in with our celebrations will encourage the exhibitors out there to enter this year too. We would make a special plea to the Children aged 12-15 to join in the fun and give us their support in this section. “

Another excellent display will be the Fruit and Vegetables, Flowers and Photography sections. Last years display of Flowers, Fruit and Vegetables was tremendous even with the weather conditions and the Photography Section caught many an eye in the marquee, with classes such as “A Landscape” and a “Family Celebration” not only attracting attention but often bringing a smile to the faces of the visitors! 

Many visitors to the show look forward to the tremendous display in the Handicrafts and Paintings, Oils and Watercolours sections.  These have been allocated extra space this year with secure stands to display the exhibits so that both the exhibitors and the members of the public will enjoy a better view of the entries on display.

All of the major qualifiers have been retained including The Irish Shows’ Association & Bonniconlon Show Society “All-Ireland Domestic Arts Championship”, The Irish Shows’ Association and Tullamore Show Society qualifiers – “Glenisk All Ireland Home Cooking Competition” and “The Bridge House Collection Of Vegetables All Ireland” as well as The Irish Shows’ Association & Moate Show Society “Festive Cook Of The Year”.  

Schools Section

Once again the Schools section is preparing to receive entries on Monday 12th June 2006 between 3.30 pm and 5.00 pm at the Showground’s Office.  Schedules have been sent out to over 40 Schools and Nursery Schools stretching from Eskra to Castlederg and Sixmilecross to Lack.  If your school has not received a schedule and you would like to be added to the list please contact the Show Office - they will be delighted to take your details. Last year there were over 750 entries and in this centenary year the show would be delighted to have the same support.  This year the committee asked for suggestions from a cross section of schools to help draw up the schedule classes and they hope that themes such as “The Victorians” and “The Commonwealth Games” as well as pictures of a “Scarecrow” and stories of “Life at Primary School” will prove popular.    

All the prize-winning entries will be put on display. The Wright Shield, Carson Shield and Sammy Armstrong Cup winner photographs will also be on display in the marquee.  Last years standard was extremely high and the show would like to express gratitude to the children and teachers for the time and effort they put in to their entries at an extremely busy time in the school year. 

Fashion Show

The Fashion Show will take the same format as last year and there will be one showing at 2.30 pm. It will run in two parts with a short interval between each section.  During the interval there will be a little surprise for the audience, which, for now will be kept closely under wraps.  As a little bonus there will be a free draw for a voucher kindly sponsored by She Boutique, Omagh and a beautiful flower arrangement supplied by Anne Johnston the Floral Art demonstrator for the day.  Winning tickets will be called at the end of the fashion show. 

Supplying the fashions for the event will be The Fashion Edge Design House, Omagh; S D Kells, Omagh and Irvinestown; Thistle, Omagh and Solo Boutique, Newtownstewart.   A special word of thanks goes to the fashion show co-ordinator, Rosemary King and her band of helpers.  

Floral Art Demonstrations

This year there will be one Floral Art demonstration, which will take place at 1.30pm and run for approximately 30 minutes. Demonstrator, Anne Johnston will take you through the steps of achieving three simple yet effective flower arrangements.  An extra bonus is a free draw for two of her arrangements at the end of the demonstration.          

Food Hall 

There will demonstrations of “Old time butter churning” and “Soda bread baking” to bring back memories of yester year.  These will be on going throughout the day so every one should get an opportunity to see the demonstrators at work.  There will also be the normal trade exhibitors who will be delighted to let you sample their produce.

If you want to compare the Home Industries of earlier years with today’s consumer orientated fare then the special centenary exhibition of the Food Industries section of the show over the past 100 years will contrast well with ASDA’s modern stand which caters for all consumer tastes and where freshness and presentation are king.

Bonny Baby Competition

One of the more delightful events is the Bonny Baby Competition, which has 2 classes - under 1 and 1-2 year olds.  There will be prizes, treats, photographs and a chance to sit down and take a rest!

Competition time – 2.30pm. In the Floral Art Demonstration Marquee situated behind Edenderry Church catering facilities.

We would also remind visitors that baby-changing facilities are available in the disabled toilet located in the main building arcade area.

Most suitably dressed Lady and Gentleman Competitions

Again the show is indebted to Style Boutique (Most Suitably Dressed Lady) and Watterson Bros (Most Suitably Dressed Gentleman) for their kind sponsorship of these events. There are generous prizes on offer 1st £50 voucher and 2nd £25 voucher in each category.  Winners announced at 4.00 pm in the Floral Art Demonstration Marquee.

Free Draws

As a little bonus to all those who come along and support the Home Industries Marquee there will be a free draw for 2 Food Hampers sponsored by ASDA.  Enter by completing your name, address and telephone number on the ticket and placing it in the box.  Winners will be announced at 4.00 pm.   

Horticulture and Home Industries exhibits can be submitted on Friday 30th June 2006 (eve of the show) between 4-9 pm at the Show Grounds.

Presentation ceremony will be held at 3.30pm on show day in the Home Industries marquee.  The Northern Bank Perpetual Challenge Cup will be awarded to the exhibitor gaining the highest number of points overall in the horticulture and home industries section.

The Olive Burr Memorial Perpetual Challenge Cup will be awarded to the WI exhibitor gaining the highest number of points in the handicraft section.  

Hip Hop Dancers at GMC Promotions

If you want to get involved in the latest craze – Hip Hop dancing or to see and hear local talent, then call at the GMC Promotions stand. There will be a wide variety of acts including Miss Teen Ireland, the Pretty Little Girl from Omagh, Miss Teen Northern Ireland; NI Cover Girl; the Mad Caps from Wexford and Hip Hop dancers from Belfast.

Q101.2 and Free Show Tickets.

Local radio station Q101.2 fm will keep everyone up to date on the build up to the biggest show of its kind in the North West.

 The Tyrone Farming Society will be on air throughout the month of June in the show build up, supporting the stations very popular farming news that’s broadcast three times daily. Listeners to the station, which broadcasts throughout Tyrone, Fermanagh and over the border counties as well as on www.q101west.fm around the world, will have a chance to win entrance tickets for the show.

 To preview the show the station will have interviews with show organisers, sponsors and competitors to give listeners the full inside track on Omagh Show, They will be joined by several other special guests on Bernie Kane’s mid-morning show daily at 11am from Monday 26th June through to Show day. Hear what’s in store for the premier show in 2006 and win more prizes on all the shows on Q101 over the week.

 On show day itself the mid-morning show will certainly set the scene for the day ahead. Join show regulars Paddy Hunter and Andy Gordon in the pavilion overlooking the showground as they join Aileen Moynagh to bring you a flavour of the show and the duo will be happy to interview visitors to the show. Send in your requests for folk at, or going to the show 0870 2255101 or text 0773 64 86 101

With inserts all day and the latest traffic and travel details, Q101.2fm is the place to be tuned in to.

 And finally if that wasn’t good enough the one and only “ Master of Drivetime” Stevie – Charolet- King will be live on the mega-blaster stage with Paddy and co as they host fun and games and try to give away some BIG, BIG prizes.

 

SHOW ATTRACTIONS

Imps Motorcycle Display team

Renault Formula One car at T.C. Autos stand

Equestrian Grand Prix

Livestock Champion of Champions 

Vintage Vehicles

Dog show

Bonny Baby 

Most Suitably Dressed Lady

Most Suitably Dressed Gentleman

Radio Q101.2

GMC promotions with a host of local talent

Craft Fair

Old Tyme bread and Butter Making demonstrations

Captain Franko Clowns

Home Industries

Flora Art

Schools section

Trade Exhibits

Amusements

Live Music

Face painting

Bouncy Castle

Food Hall

Centenary Celebration of Home Industries at Omagh Show.

Contacts: 

Doris Leeman, Doris Leeman Public Relations, 27 Berwick View Moira, BT67 0SX

Tel: 028 9261 1044  Fax: 028 9261 1979  E mail  doris@leemanpr.demon.co.uk
Eddy Cartwright, Secretary, Tyrone farming Society, Showgrounds, 4 Gillygooley Road, Omagh BT78 5PN. Tel: 028 8224 2500. Fax: 028 8224 0066. E mail info@tyronefarmingsociety.co.uk
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